
‘Olulh – “spring”, refers to bare ground 

 

Writing and Creative Arts Competition 
 

Closing date May 31, 2021 
 

 
To Tl’azt’en Community Members: 
 
For the past several years the Natural Resource Department staff have been working 

on assembling past Elder interviews into a Tl’azt’en Nation Cultural History book.  This 
book will contain stories from Elders as they talk about “long ago” and the traditional 
ways they were raised out on their keyoh. 
 

There are two sections to this book.  The first is the seasonal cycle of traditional life 
and survival.  In this section Elders talk about how they survived in the different seasons, 
how they made the tools and the equipment they needed for fishing, trapping, and 
hunting, the animals and plants that were harvested, and the knowledge of making a 
living out on the land. 

 
The second section is about keyoh.  This section will be about “stories of place”, 

growing up in a particular lake, family cabins, stories about where people would gather, 
and maps of Dakelh placenames. 

 
It is for this first section of the book … Shih Ha’uzdut’en – We Fish, We Trap, We Hunt 

for Survival, that I am calling out for community contributions for the “Introduction” to 
the traditional season chapters. 
 
In each of the five seasons the NR Department will be hosting a Writing & Creative Arts 
Competition, the best contributors’ work in this competition will be showcased in the 
book. 
 
In this season, ‘Olulh, the season we are in right now (end of February to end mid April) 
is the season characterized by the melting snow and the winter slowly receding to make 
way for Shin de, the “second spring” that refers to fresh growth. 
 
There will be competitions for each of the five seasons: 

  

‘Olulh – early spring 
Shin De – second spring 
Danghan – summer 
Dak’et – fall 
Khit – winter 



Who can enter? 
The competition is open to any and all Tl’azt’en Nation members. 

Types of Submissions 

Members can submit any form of their original creative art that expresses the experiences of 
early spring from a uniquely Dakelh perspective.  This may include: 

Writing    Painting    Poetry    Drawing    Photography    Digital Arts 

Submission Categories 
1st place cash prizes for the competition will be awarded for the following categories: 

Two Runner up prizes ($50 gift cards) in each category will be offered as well. 

Written Submissions (Text 3-5 pages in length) 

1. Adult (18 years and older) - $300 
2. High School Student (14-17 years old) - $200 
3. 14 years and younger (under 14 years of age) - $100 

Visual Art Submissions (any visual art submission) 

1. Adult (18 years and older) - $300 
2. High School Student (14-17 years old) - $200 
3. 14 years and younger (under 14 years of age) - $100 

1st place winners of the competition will be offered to have their work showcased in the book 
on Tl’azt’en Nation Cultural History – current working title: Neyun Huwhuts’inli – We Take Care 
of the Land.  Other submissions may be selected to be included in the book and will be offered 
$200 for their work to be showcased in the book. 

 

Submission Conceptual Direction 
Submissions need to capture this early spring season – ‘olulh – from a uniquely Dakelh 
perspective. The concept is to bring to life the sensations of the season – physical, emotional, 
cultural sensations associated with this time of year.  Some things to consider might be: 
 

• Expressions of the physical human experience of the season – the smells, tastes, the 
sounds, all the sensations we experience during this time of year … 

• Expressions of the changes occurring in the natural world at this time of year – the 
melting ice; the opening up of the lake; the new spring storms; departure of winter … 

• Expressions of how other creatures are experiencing this season – birds migrating; bears 
waking up; the forest awakening from a dormant winter … 

• Expressions of cultural sensations associated with this time of year – what work starts to 
get done this time of year; what foods are available; what are the smells around the 
house that are unique to this time of year … 

 
Use Dakelh words and phrases that may better capture the essence of this season. 
 
If you have any questions please call: Renel Mitchell 

Natural Resource Department 
250-648-3234 

tnnr@tlazten.bc.ca 


