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Tl’azt’en Nation is a strong Dakelh community, and we practice the old ways of doing things and we take 
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Mother's DayMother's Day is a special day of the year when we celebrate the amazing women who have given us love,  is a special day of the year when we celebrate the amazing women who have given us love, 
support, and guidance throughout our lives. It is a day to honor the most important person in our lives and support, and guidance throughout our lives. It is a day to honor the most important person in our lives and 
show them just how much we appreciate all they do.show them just how much we appreciate all they do.

Most mothers juggle many roles: they are caretakers, teachers, role models, and emotional supporters. No Most mothers juggle many roles: they are caretakers, teachers, role models, and emotional supporters. No 
matter the age of their children, mothers are always there for them. They give of themselves unconditionally, matter the age of their children, mothers are always there for them. They give of themselves unconditionally, 
often sacrificing their own needs for the benefit of their children.often sacrificing their own needs for the benefit of their children.

To celebrate Mother's Day, there are many ways to honor your mother. A simple yet meaningful gesture can To celebrate Mother's Day, there are many ways to honor your mother. A simple yet meaningful gesture can 
make a big difference. Take the time to tell your mother how much she means to you. Show her your appreci-make a big difference. Take the time to tell your mother how much she means to you. Show her your appreci-
ation through a heartfelt card or heartfelt words. You can also thank her for all the things she does for you.ation through a heartfelt card or heartfelt words. You can also thank her for all the things she does for you.

Gift-giving is another way to show your mother how much you care. From flowers and jewelry to personalized Gift-giving is another way to show your mother how much you care. From flowers and jewelry to personalized 
gifts and spa days, the possibilities are endless. Giving your mother something special is a great way to show gifts and spa days, the possibilities are endless. Giving your mother something special is a great way to show 
your love and gratitude.your love and gratitude.

Make this Mother's Day extra special by taking her out for a day of fun. Whether you go out for brunch, a Make this Mother's Day extra special by taking her out for a day of fun. Whether you go out for brunch, a 
movie, or a day at the spa, spending quality time with your mother is a great way to celebrate the occasion.movie, or a day at the spa, spending quality time with your mother is a great way to celebrate the occasion.

If you really want to make your mom feel special this Mother's Day, take the time to plan something unique. If you really want to make your mom feel special this Mother's Day, take the time to plan something unique. 
Write a poem, create a photo album, or make a handmade gift. These thoughtful gestures will show your Write a poem, create a photo album, or make a handmade gift. These thoughtful gestures will show your 
mother just how much she means to you.mother just how much she means to you.

No matter how you choose to celebrate Mother's Day, make sure you show your mother how much you care. No matter how you choose to celebrate Mother's Day, make sure you show your mother how much you care. 
This special day is a great opportunity to show your appreciation for the most important woman in your life.This special day is a great opportunity to show your appreciation for the most important woman in your life.

Written by Norman AlexisWritten by Norman Alexis
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Blockchain technology is a revolutionary concept that has 
transformed the way we approach digital transactions. First 
introduced in 2008 by an anonymous individual or group 
known as Satoshi Nakamoto, blockchain technology is 
essentially a decentralized database that is used to record 
transactions securely and transparently. Unlike traditional 
centralized databases, which are controlled by a single 
entity, blockchain technology is distributed across a 
network of computers, making it nearly impossible to hack 
or manipulate.

At its core, blockchain technology is a way to create a secure 
and trustworthy digital ledger that can be used to record 
transactions of all kinds. This includes everything from 
financial transactions, like the transfer of funds between 
individuals or organizations, to the tracking of physical 
goods and assets as they move through supply chains.

One of the key features of blockchain technology is its 
transparency. Because the ledger is distributed across a 
network of computers, anyone can view the contents of 
the ledger at any time. This makes it easier to verify the 
authenticity of transactions, which is particularly important 
when dealing with sensitive financial or legal transactions.

Another important feature of blockchain technology is its 
security. Because each transaction is verified and recorded 
by a network of computers, it is nearly impossible for a 
single entity to manipulate the ledger. This means that 
transactions are more secure and less susceptible to fraud 
or hacking than those recorded in traditional centralized 
databases.

Blockchain technology is also incredibly versatile. It can 
be used for a wide range of applications, including smart 
contracts, which are self-executing contracts with the terms 
of the agreement directly written into code. Smart contracts 
can be used to automate complex business processes 
and reduce the need for intermediaries, which can help to 
reduce costs and increase efficiency.

Perhaps one of the most well-known applications of 
blockchain technology is in the realm of cryptocurrency. 
Bitcoin, the world's first decentralized digital currency, 
is built on blockchain technology. Because the ledger is 
transparent and secure, it is possible to transfer bitcoins 
between individuals or organizations without the need for a 
centralized financial institution, such as a bank.

Despite its many benefits, blockchain technology is still in 
its early stages of development, and there are a number of 
challenges that must be addressed before it can be widely 
adopted. For example, scalability remains an issue, as 
blockchain networks can currently only handle a limited 
number of transactions per second. There are also concerns 
around energy consumption, as the mining process required 
to validate transactions can be energy-intensive.

Blockchain technology has the potential to revolutionize 
the way we approach digital transactions. Its transparency, 
security, and versatility make it an attractive option for a wide 
range of applications, from financial transactions to supply 
chain management. However, there are still a number of 
challenges that must be addressed before it can be widely 
adopted. As the technology continues to evolve, it will be 
interesting to see how it is further developed and integrated 
into our daily lives.

Written by Norman AlexisWritten by Norman Alexis

Cryptocurrency  is a digital asset that operates independently 
of any central authority, such as a government or bank. It 
is based on blockchain technology, a decentralized digital 
ledger that is used to record and verify transactions.

The first and most well-known cryptocurrency is Bitcoin, 
which was created in 2009. Since then, hundreds of other 
cryptocurrencies have been developed, each with their own 
unique features and capabilities.

One of the primary advantages of cryptocurrency is its 
decentralized nature. Because it is not controlled by any 
central authority, transactions can be completed quickly and 
securely without the need for intermediaries such as banks 
or payment processors. This has the potential to reduce 
costs and increase efficiency, particularly for international 
transactions.

Another advantage of cryptocurrency is its anonymity. 
Transactions are recorded on the blockchain, but the 
identities of those involved are not publicly disclosed. This 
can be particularly attractive for those who value privacy 
and security.

However, the anonymity of cryptocurrency has also been a 
source of controversy. Some argue that it can be used for 
illicit activities, such as money laundering and the purchase 
of illegal goods and services.

Despite this, many businesses and individuals are embracing 
cryptocurrency as a viable alternative to traditional forms of 
payment. For example, some companies are now accepting 
Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies as payment for goods 
and services.

Investing in cryptocurrency has also become increasingly 
popular in recent years. The value of some cryptocurrencies, 
such as Bitcoin, has experienced significant fluctuations, 
making it a potentially lucrative investment opportunity. 
However, investing in cryptocurrency is also considered 
high-risk due to its volatile nature and lack of regulation.

One of the key challenges facing cryptocurrency is regulation. 
Because it operates independently of any central authority, 
it can be difficult to determine the appropriate regulatory 
framework. Some countries have banned the use of 
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cryptocurrency altogether, while others have implemented 
regulations to ensure that transactions are transparent and 
secure.

Cryptocurrency is a digital asset that operates independently 
of any central authority. Its decentralized nature has the 
potential to reduce costs and increase efficiency, while its 
anonymity can be attractive for those who value privacy and 
security. However, it also presents challenges, particularly 
around regulation and its potential use for illicit activities. As 
the technology continues to evolve, it will be interesting to 
see how cryptocurrency is further developed and integrated 
into our daily lives.

Written by Norman AlexisWritten by Norman Alexis

Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) is a digital version 
of a country's fiat currency that is issued and controlled 
by the central bank. It operates on a blockchain or other 
digital ledger technology, and is designed to offer the 
benefits of digital currency while maintaining the stability 
and trustworthiness of traditional fiat currency.

The concept of CBDC has been gaining traction in recent 
years, with a number of central banks around the world 
exploring the idea. One of the primary benefits of CBDC 
is the potential to increase financial inclusion by providing 
an alternative payment system for those who do not have 
access to traditional banking services.

CBDC also has the potential to increase the efficiency 
and security of payments. Because it is a digital currency, 
transactions can be completed quickly and securely, without 
the need for intermediaries such as banks or payment 
processors. This has the potential to reduce costs and 
increase efficiency, particularly for cross-border payments.

Another potential benefit of CBDC is the ability to combat 
illicit activities such as money laundering and the financing 
of terrorism. Because CBDC transactions are recorded 
on a blockchain or other digital ledger, they can be easily 
traced and monitored, making it more difficult for criminals 
to engage in illegal activities.

However, there are also potential drawbacks to CBDC. One 
concern is that it could lead to a reduction in the role of 
commercial banks, as individuals and businesses would 
be able to hold and transact in CBDC directly with the 
central bank. This could have significant implications for the 
banking industry and the economy as a whole.

Another concern is that the introduction of CBDC could 
lead to a decrease in demand for cash, which could impact 
the ability of some individuals and businesses to transact. 
Additionally, the implementation of CBDC would require 
significant investment in technology and infrastructure, 
which could be a challenge for some countries.

Despite these potential challenges, CBDC is an increasingly 
important topic for central banks around the world. Many 
are actively exploring the idea and conducting research into 
the potential benefits and drawbacks. As the technology 
continues to evolve and mature, it will be interesting to see 
how CBDC is further developed and integrated into our 
financial systems.

Written by Norman AlexisWritten by Norman Alexis

Cryptocurrency and Central Bank Digital Currency 
(CBDC) are two types of digital currencies that operate on 
blockchain or other digital ledger technologies. While they 
may share some similarities, there are some key differences 
between the two.

One of the main differences between cryptocurrency and 
CBDC is who controls the currency. Cryptocurrencies are 
decentralized, meaning they are not controlled by any 
central authority, such as a government or central bank. 
This allows for greater financial privacy and security, but 
also means that cryptocurrencies can be more volatile and 
less stable than traditional fiat currency.

On the other hand, CBDC is a digital version of a country's 
fiat currency that is issued and controlled by the central 
bank. This provides greater stability and backing for the 
currency, and could potentially reduce the volatility and risk 
associated with some cryptocurrencies. However, it also 
means that the central bank has greater control over the 
currency, and could potentially use CBDC to monitor or 
restrict financial transactions.

Another key difference between cryptocurrency and CBDC 
is how they are issued and traded. Cryptocurrencies are 
typically issued through a process called mining, in which 
users compete to solve complex mathematical equations 
in order to add new blocks to the blockchain and receive 
a reward in the form of newly minted cryptocurrency. 
Cryptocurrencies are traded on digital currency exchanges, 
where users can buy and sell them for other cryptocurrencies 
or traditional fiat currencies.

CBDC, on the other hand, would be issued and traded 
directly by the central bank. This means that users would 
not need to go through a third-party exchange to buy or 
sell CBDC, and transactions could potentially be settled 
instantly and securely through the blockchain or other 
digital ledger technology.

Finally, the potential use cases for cryptocurrency and CBDC 
are somewhat different. Cryptocurrency is often viewed as 
a speculative asset, with users buying and holding it in the 
hope that its value will appreciate over time. Cryptocurrency 
can also be used for online transactions and peer-to-peer 
transfers, as well as a store of value or a hedge against 
inflation.
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CBDC, on the other hand, is intended to operate as a form of 
traditional fiat currency, with the potential to provide greater 
financial inclusion, increased efficiency, and greater security 
for financial transactions. CBDC could also potentially be 
used to combat illicit activities such as money laundering 
and the financing of terrorism, as transactions would be 
recorded on the blockchain or other digital ledger.

While cryptocurrency and CBDC may share some similarities 
as digital currencies operating on blockchain or other digital 
ledger technology, there are significant differences in terms 
of who controls the currency, how it is issued and traded, 
and its potential use cases. As these technologies continue 
to evolve and mature, it will be interesting to see how they 
are adopted and integrated into our financial systems.

Fiat currency is a term used to describe any currency that 
is issued by a government and has no intrinsic value. The 
value of fiat currency is derived from the trust that people 
have in the issuing government, as well as the belief that it 
will be accepted as payment for goods and services.

The concept of fiat currency has been around for centuries, 
with the first recorded instance of it being used by the 
Chinese Tang Dynasty in the 7th century. Since then, many 
countries have adopted fiat currencies as their primary 
means of exchange.

One of the key features of fiat currency is that it is not backed 
by a commodity such as gold or silver. In the past, many 
currencies were backed by precious metals, and people 
could exchange their paper money for a fixed amount of 
gold or silver. However, this system was abandoned by 
most countries in the 20th century in favor of fiat currency.

The advantage of fiat currency is that it allows governments 
to have more control over their monetary policy. They can 
print more money when they need it, and adjust interest 
rates to control inflation and stimulate economic growth. 
This flexibility can be very useful during times of economic 
crisis or recession.

However, one of the drawbacks of fiat currency is that it is 
subject to inflation. When governments print more money, 
it can decrease the value of the currency and lead to higher 
prices for goods and services. This can be especially 
problematic in countries with high inflation rates, as it can 
make it difficult for people to afford basic necessities.

Another disadvantage of fiat currency is that it can be 
vulnerable to political instability. If people lose confidence 
in the government or the economy, they may be less willing 
to accept the currency. In extreme cases, hyperinflation 
or currency devaluation can occur, leading to social and 
economic upheaval.

Despite these challenges, fiat currency remains the 
dominant form of currency around the world. It is used by 

billions of people every day for transactions both big and 
small, and is the backbone of the global financial system. 
As technology continues to evolve and new forms of digital 
currency emerge, it will be interesting to see how the role of 
fiat currency may change in the years to come.

Written by Norman AlexisWritten by Norman Alexis

Fiat currency, Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), 
and cryptocurrency are three different types of currency 
that operate in vastly different ways, each with its own set 
of advantages and disadvantages.

Fiat currency is the most widely used type of currency 
around the world. It is issued and regulated by governments 
and has no intrinsic value, meaning its value is based solely 
on the trust people have in the government that issued it. 
While fiat currency provides stability and ease of use, it 
is also susceptible to inflation, currency devaluation, and 
political instability.

CBDC is a digital version of fiat currency that is issued and 
regulated by a central bank. Unlike traditional fiat currency, 
CBDC is digital and can be used for instant transactions. 
CBDC has the potential to provide greater financial inclusion, 
reduce the cost of transactions, and increase efficiency. 
However, CBDC may also pose privacy concerns and can 
be used to monitor financial transactions.

Cryptocurrency is a decentralized digital currency that 
operates on blockchain technology. Cryptocurrency 
provides greater anonymity and security, but it is also 
susceptible to extreme volatility and is not widely accepted 
by merchants. While cryptocurrency has been touted as a 
potential alternative to traditional currency, it has yet to gain 
widespread acceptance as a viable means of exchange.

One of the major differences between these three types of 
currency is how they are issued and regulated. Fiat currency 
is issued and regulated by governments, while CBDC is 
issued and regulated by central banks. Cryptocurrency, 
on the other hand, is decentralized and not subject to any 
centralized regulation.

Another key difference is how they are used. Fiat currency 
and CBDC are used as a means of exchange and are widely 
accepted by merchants. Cryptocurrency is primarily used 
as a speculative asset, with users buying and holding it in 
the hope that its value will appreciate over time.

Finally, each type of currency has its own advantages and 
disadvantages. Fiat currency provides stability and ease 
of use, but it is also susceptible to inflation and political 
instability. CBDC has the potential to increase financial 
inclusion and efficiency, but it can also pose privacy 
concerns. Cryptocurrency provides greater anonymity and 
security, but it is also subject to extreme volatility and is not 
widely accepted.
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While fiat currency, CBDC, and cryptocurrency are all forms 
of currency, they operate in vastly different ways and have 
their own unique set of advantages and disadvantages. As 
technology continues to evolve and new forms of currency 
emerge, it will be interesting to see how they are adopted 
and integrated into our financial systems.

Written by Norman AlexisWritten by Norman Alexis
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Stewardship OfficerStewardship Officer
Date Posted: September 2, 2022 Date Posted: September 2, 2022 
Closing Date: Open Until FilledClosing Date: Open Until Filled

The Tl’azt’en Nation Natural Resource Department 
is looking for a full time Stewardship Officer to as-
sist with operational processes supporting Nation 
land use decision proposals, referrals, consulta-
tion, engagement and stewardship planning within 
the traditional territory. This position requires good 
communication skills, team work, project manage-
ment, cultural agility, field skills (survey and data 
assessment, recording, reporting and technical 
writing skills), map and GPS/GIS skills; experience 
with government-to-government (G2G) processes in 
particular with BC Government provincial ministries; 
an understanding of relevant natural resources legis-
lation, Indigenous Rights and Title and provincial leg-
islation regarding the United Nations Declaration of 
the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP). Tl’azt’en 
Nation’s head office is located 40 km from the town 
of Fort St. James, BC on the beautiful shores of 
Nak’albun (aka Stuart Lake).

Job SummaryJob Summary
The Stewardship Officer’s responsibilities include but 
are not limited to: working closely and in conjunction with 
the Natural Resources Manager implementing forestry, 
mineral claim and lands stewardship management 
and strategy processing land use proposals, referrals, 
assisting in technical representation for Tl’azt’en 
Nation on G2G collaborative stewardship work; 
assisting in consultation and engagement work. In 
addition, the Stewardship Officer will work closely with 
Nation knowledge keepers, traditional land users and 
Keyoh Huwunline families (traditional stewards) on 
stewardship matters. We are looking for an individual 
with a proven history of project management, a 
solid understanding of Indigenous culture, rights 
and title matters, traditional Dakelh governance 
and relationship-building, good communication 
skills, conflict resolution abilities and have technical 
understanding of sustainable forest management 
principles.

Qualifications, Knowledge, Skills & ExperienceQualifications, Knowledge, Skills & Experience
•	 Minimum post-secondary 2-year technical 

certification/diploma in the area of Forestry and/or 
Natural Resources

•	 Minimum 5 years working in Forestry and/or Natural 
Resources (office and field work experience)

•	 Knowledge of relevant natural resources provincial 
and federal legislation and other policies and 
legislation that govern forest, land, water and 

wildlife management
•	 Demonstrated ability to communicate and build 

effective interpersonal relationships from the 
community level to senior government levels 
including external agencies and private sector 
proponents

•	 Proficiency in the use of computer programs for 
word processing, databases, excel spreadsheets, 
presentations, email; fieldwork and data tracking 
applications, and ESRI GIS software

•	 Ability to meet deadlines, pay attention to detail, 
work well with others and in a team environment

•	 understanding of Indigenous values, culture, 
history, communities and traditional territories

•	 Excellent, communication and writing skills.
•	 Must have Class 5 Drivers License in good standing

Preference may be given to:
• a Tl’azt’en Nation person or an Indigenous person
• extensive post-secondary education and work 
experience combination
• Professional designation

Wage rate depending on education & experience.
Submit your inquiries, cover letter and resume to:

Glen Guthrie, Natural Resources Manager
nr.manager@tlazten.bc.ca

Tanizul Timber Ltd.

JOB POSTING Accountant/ Bookkeeper

Tanizul Timber Ltd (Tanizul), a Tl’azt’en Nation Tanizul Timber Ltd (Tanizul), a Tl’azt’en Nation 
community owned and operated forest management community owned and operated forest management 
company, is seeking an experienced part time or full-company, is seeking an experienced part time or full-
time accountant to add to our staff. time accountant to add to our staff. 
The accountant provides key administrative functions The accountant provides key administrative functions 
of the day-to-day operation of the company, working of the day-to-day operation of the company, working 
under the direction of the General Manager, or under the direction of the General Manager, or 
designate.designate.
  
The ideal candidate will be able to demonstrate the The ideal candidate will be able to demonstrate the 
following qualifications:following qualifications:
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•	•	 Be a self-starter, able to work independently with Be a self-starter, able to work independently with 
minimal supervision;minimal supervision;

•	•	 Have a strong, consistent, and professional work Have a strong, consistent, and professional work 
ethic;ethic;

•	•	 Ability to multi-task and work in a demanding Ability to multi-task and work in a demanding 
environment;environment;

•	•	 Have formal training with 5+ years of Have formal training with 5+ years of 
bookkeeping experience;bookkeeping experience;

•	•	 Excellent verbal and written communication and Excellent verbal and written communication and 
interpersonal skills;interpersonal skills;

•	•	 Ability to meet deadlines, adjust quickly to Ability to meet deadlines, adjust quickly to 
changes in priorities and work within a team changes in priorities and work within a team 
environment to achieve results.environment to achieve results.

•	•	 Solid experience and proficiency using MS Office Solid experience and proficiency using MS Office 
applications and accounting software, with applications and accounting software, with 
preference to SAGE 50;preference to SAGE 50;

•	•	 Preference will be given to those who hold a CPA Preference will be given to those who hold a CPA 
certificate, or at a minimum a solid understanding certificate, or at a minimum a solid understanding 
of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
(GAAP).(GAAP).

•	•	 Having forestry-based business experience will Having forestry-based business experience will 
be considered an asset.be considered an asset.

The duties of this position will consist of, but not 
limited to, the following:

•	 Bi-weekly payroll - Salary, hourly and piece rate 
employees;

•	 Accounts Payable - Weekly vendor payables;
•	 Monthly remittances - Payroll remittances, 

Pension Contributions, Health benefits, WCB and 
GST remittances;

•	 AR management - applying received payments to 
invoices;

•	 Monthly credit card reconciliations;
•	 Reconcile bank accounts and make month end 

adjustments;
•	 Fiscal year end Adjustments/ File Logging tax 

return;
•	 Financial audit preparations, facilitation, and entry 

of auditor’s journal entries;
•	 Monthly and quarterly reporting and budget 

updates.

There is flexibility to work both in office and remotely.

Tanizul Timber Ltd offers a competitive wage and 
benefits package. Renumeration will commensurate 
with experience. 

If you meet the above qualifications, please submit 
your resume to: admin@tanizultimber.com 

This position will be posted until filled. Please note 

that while we appreciate all applications, only those 
being considered will be contacted. 

Thank you for your interest.
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We Fish, Trap, Hunt for Survival

Shih Ha’uzdut’en



Dakelh Language Verification Group
Theresa Austin
Jonas Morris
Doreen Austin
Art Pierre
Ed John
In memorial, our deepest gratitude for their 
contributions
Paul William
Frank Joseph

Shih Ha’uzdut’en  - We Fish, Trap, Hunt for Survival
pronunciation “shih ha-’uz-du-t’en”

Renel Mitchell, Tl’azt’en Nation Cultural Archives Manager
Theresa Austin, Dakelh Language Expert, Lhts’umusyoo Ts’ekeza’
Damian John, Tl’az’ten-ne artist
Jill Vietch, layout design

The Language Verification Group (Dec 2022- May 2023) worked 3 days a week to review all Dakelh content in the book



.

Shih Ha’uzdut’en is a collection of Dakelh 
Elder excerpts assembled to present a 
multi-dimensional understanding of Dakelh 
way of life and “how everything was done in 
all the seasons” 

• Selected from the Tl’azt’en Nation Cultural Archives - 
>300 transcribed and translated Dakelh Elder 
interviews (1972 to present)

• The Elder excerpts in the Shih Ha’uzdut’en book 
represent the “best of the best” first-hand accounts of 
traditional Dakelh life of long ago

• Book is organized by month – each chapter is a month; 
beginning in the spring (April – Duk’aiz Ooza’), each 
chapter presents all the traditional activities that would 
be done in each season

SHIH HA’UZDUT’EN
We Fish, Trap, Hunt for Survival

Dakelh Cultural History 

Production of the
Tl’azt’en Nation

Cultural Archives



BUT ALSO SO 
MUCH MORE!

Archival Photos

Community Photos – (remember the Photo Contest?)

Artifacts

original artwork from Tl’azt’en artist Damian John

Fort St. James Post Journals entries

Father Adrien Morice excerpts

Historical background and context for major events (fur trade, Barricade Agreement, 
1918 flu epidemic, establishment of registered traplines, impacts of colonialism



BUT THAT’S 
NOT ALL!

Elder Biographies

Genealogy Information

Dakelh Language 
pronunciation – glossed words



CONTEMPORARY 
COMMUNITY 
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
photographs of Dakelh 
culture and life from 
Tl’azt’en community 
members

GLOSS 
WORDS that 
are highlighted 
from the 
excerpt are 
listed in margin 
“sidebar” that 
include Dakelh 
word; 
pronunciation; 
and literal 
translation

DAKELH ARTIFACTS

FATHER MORICE: 
excerpts from the works 
of Father Morice of 
Dakelh knowledge from 
his writings

ORIGINAL ARTWORK 
by Tl’azt’en graphic artist 
Damin John

SAMPLE 
PAGE 
FROM 
APRIL – 
DUK’AI 
OOZA’ 
CHAPTER



ELDER BIOGRAPHY 
with orange feather 
representing Residential 
School Survivors

GENEALOGY  
genealogical information 
from database housed in 
the Tl’azt’en Nation 
Cultural Archives … 
bridging the generations 
from pre-contact to 
present

SAMPLE 
PAGE OF 
ELDER 
BIOGRAPHY



PROJECT PRODUCTION

PHASE 1 
Assembling the Dakelh 

Content (2011-2016)

PHASE 2 Language 
Verification

Word-by-word verification process of the entire 
Dakelh contents of the book

Accuracy of the Dakelh transcription of the Elder 
excerpts 

Verification of Dakelh spelling 

Verification of Dakelh translation

PHASE 3 Developing Textual 
Content

Introductions to each chapter and chapter sections

Writing historical context pieces
Elder Biographies

PHASE 4 Developing Book 
Graphic Components

Community Photos - 2023 Year long Tl’azt’en 
Nation Photo Contest

Original artwork by Tl’azt’en artist Damian John 

Permissions to use archival photos

PHASE 5 Book Layout Design
Selecting fundamental elements of the book (fonts, 

styles, graphic element styles)
 Page by page design of all graphic and text 

components

PHASE 6 Partnership & 
Publishing

Develop key partnerships for the distribution and use of 
the book (School District 91; School District 57; Fort St. 
James Historic Park, Exploration Place, UNBC and other 
post-secondary libraries; local community distribution; 
local and regional bookstores and other institutions and 

businesses that are appropriate)
Develop partnership for grants and other sources of 

funding associated with Project Production



BUT THAT’S 
NOT ALL!

Coming … Website 
development!!

Add the audio & video 
for the book content



ABOUT 
DAKELH 

TRANSLATION

Honoring Dakelh verb-
based language

Honoring Dakelh 
grammar structure (word 
order; conjugation)



(from Bill Poser)

“The order of words in Dakelh is not the same as in English. The biggest difference is that the verb, the word that 
describes the action taking place, is usually at the end of the sentence. For example, in the English sentence 
“mother ate moosemeat”, the verb ate must be in the middle of the sentence, after the subject, the one who is 
performing the action, that is, mother, and before the object, the thing acted upon, that is, moosemeat. In the 
Dakelh equivalent the verb follows the object:

‘Uloo dunitsun anyi

mother moosemeat ate

subject object verb

“Another way in which Dakelh word order is different from that of English is that Dakelh does not have prepositions. 
Instead, it has postpositions. That is, words with meanings like “with, “on top of” and “next to” follow the noun they go 
with:

‘Uba tsetselh be
duchun dulhnat

dad axe with
wood is splitting

Which in a grammatically correct English sentence would be translated as:

Dad is splitting wood with an axe.



The Tl’azt’en Nation Language Verification Group working on the Shih Ha’uzdut’en book was concerned that 
making grammatically correct English sentence for the translations essentially masks the original Dakelh 
grammar structure. For the non-Dakelh speaking reader, the polished English translation essentially 
“Anglicized” the sentence by making the Dakelh conform to English sentence structure convention.

Instead, our team wanted to highlight the Dakelh sentence structure in the English translation, so the reader 
becomes familiar and accustomed to the unique quality of the Dakelh language; what we called the “poetry” 
and the “rhythm” of how Dakelh is spoken.

For example:

Dakelh : Gesul-yaz dak’et ‘et hika’ut’en. ‘I cha huyulhgi.
Dakelh translation: Kokanee, in fall they hunt for it. That too, they dry it. (Literal Translation)

“Anglicized” English sentence: They hunt for kokanee in the fall. They dry it too. (Interpretation Translation)
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